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Dear Parents,
Technology Tips |2
I hope you all enjoyed the Thanksgiving Holiday with your family and friends. This is
always a time of year where we count our many blessings. Take time to help someone
Parent Center News| 3 in need, tell someone how much you appreciate them, and keep a positive attitude and
spirit throughout this season and the year.

lend " 5 We have a number of exciting events coming up this month. The Holiday Luncheon for
Calendar o parents is scheduled for December 7™ and 8™. You childds c¢cl ass hascs
time to attend. You will receive an invitation with all the pertinent information soon. Dur-

ing the luncheon, you will also have the opportunity to take a picture with Santa and

Mrs. Clause. If you want your child to take a picture, please make sure you escort them

to the front hall during their lunch time. We will not be able to remove students from

their instructional setting to take a picture. Thank you so much for your help with follow-

ing the guidelines.

The internet offers incredible benefits for our students and their families. People are
becoming very connected at a younger age through the use of the internet. From the
moment a child begins to use technology, parents should take an active role in com-
municating and keeping current on what their child is doing. Please remember that NO
child is too old or too young to be enticed by the ability to communicate with someone

on | ine. Pl ease review the safety tips belo
periences:
1. The computer should be in an open are
want to spy on your Kkids or peer over th
them to know youdre in the room. o
2. Assure your children that you know you can count on them to use the Internet
responsibly. AKids need to feel theydre

3. Set clear expectations for your child, based on age and maturity. Does your
child have a list of websites she needs to stick with when doing her research? Is
she allowed to use a search engine to find appropriate sites? Is your child al-
lowed to visit social networking sites such as Facebook and MySpace? What
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Gwinnett Online Campusa D2 S&a 2y GKS w2l R¢
Informational Meetings for Parents

Gwinnett Online Campus is a charter school within the GCPS system. Families who are interested in learning more
about the fulitime online school for grades® are encouraged to attend an informational meeting at Meadowcreek
High School Theater on Thursday, December 1, 2012.

The middle school meeting will be held from 6:30:15 PM and the high school meeting will follow from 7¢c315

PM. These sessions are designed to provide the information parents need to make an informed decision about enrol-
ling a student fultime at Gwinnett Online Campus. If you are unable to attend on this date, additional meeting loca-
tions and times are listed on the Gwinnett Online Campus website at http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc/
The registration window for all fullme students in grades 4.2 isopen from February 1 through February 29,

2012.

PAILIAICE]T ADIC AADAED

The Influence of Television
Both the Surgeon General and the National Institute of Mental Health have cautioned us
the influence of television. Most parents today have no memory of a childhood without televi-
sion and today children spend as much as 30 hours a week watching television. By the time they graduate froi high
school most students have spent about 12,000 hours with the school and about 18,000 hours with the TV.

Television has such an i mportant effect on childrienbd
ciate this. For young children the biggest danger is not what television causes, but what it prevents. When a young
child passively sits in front of the TV they are not doing other things: they are not playing with pots and pans in the
kitchen cupboard, they are not asking questions, they are not playing make believe, and they are not interacting with
others. Children quickly receive the message that they are encouraged to watch rather than participate, to accept rath
than question, and most of all they are passive and much of the time, mindlessly entertained: two behaviors that are n
compatible with good school achievement.

Ten Simple Rules for a Family Television Policy
1. Dondét keep the television on a
2. Eat most family meals at a table and not in front of the television.
3. Limit the number of hours the television is on.
4. Have your children choose the programs that interest them and talk
with your children about the program when it is over.

5. Do not extend a childbdés bed

Continued on Page 4
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Parent Center News

The Month of November was full of exciting activities for parents. On Novembert®@ve had our Lit-

eracy workshop, where our parents had a variety of reading and writing activities for their children.

/T . 1T OAT AARO pxOEh xA EAA 100 0AOAT O #A1 OAOGO | E
parents had the opportunity to learn about the Parent Center and all of its resources as well as the re-
sources available to them in the PIRC Program.

Our next event will take place onDecember 9t from 9:30am to 10:30am . During our AKS/
Curriculum _workshop , all parents will receive an overview of the AKS (Academic

+T 1T xI AACA AT A 3EEI T O0Q &£ O AAAE COAAA 1 AOGAT 0Oi C
progress. The next workshop will take place onJanuary 12, 2012, where we will have our ESOL

and Special Education workshops .

Our English classes are off to a great start. Parents are really enjoying the classes. Our Beginners
class meets every Monday at 10:00am and the advanced class meets every Wednesday at 10:00am.
We hope you can take advantage of these free classes.
Parents, please be aware that Meadowcreek is always looking for members to join duitle | Com-
mittee . Members include caring parents (like you), and Meadowcreek staff. We meet approximately 2
times/school year at 10:00AM.

Committee Members help decide:

Topics for Parent Workshops
-AEA AAAEOEIT O ET OEA 4EOI A ) OAEIT I
Review and approve Title 1 Documents

If interested, please, contact Ms. Judy Pefia Pérez, aB3TF3248.

Other school events:

December 2d: Winter Dance

December 7 and 8h: Parent Holiday Luncheon
December 19---January 2d: Winter break
January 34---Students return to school

We want to thank all the parents who have volunteered at the Parent Center. Your help is always ap-
preciated.

Please remember that the Parent Center is here to offer support to parents and that parents are al-
ways welcome. We hope you can attend our upcoming events.
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sites is she allowed to visit just for fun? Write down

teacher should be able to advise you on which sites are appropriate for schoolwork and educational fun.

4. Use filtering software designed to help parents limit the websites children can access. Some programs have
monitoring features that can tell you which sites your child visits and can even send you a message letting you
know your child is online. (While such programs have come a long way since the early bug-ridden days, they
are not a substitute for supervision and communication.)

5. Tell your child if you are using software to track her online activity. Remind him that you are not spying; you
are keeping him safe. Tell him that protecting him is your job as a parent.

6 . Stay involved with your childds school by remaini

l or s. I f trouble is brewing among students online,
school will increase the chances that youdll hear abou
7. A growing concern with kids and the Internet is online bullying. Ask your child specific questions about

whether he is being bullied at school or online. Talk about your own experiences in school with bullying,
letting him knowyou know it goes on. Assure him that you wonot
without talking to him first.

8. Parents often worry about their child being bul
bully. Talk to your child about why it is not OK to

and kindness, o0 EIlIIl-gs, salysey WiFrlomkhbe @glkeat being a bul

9. Tell your child that people who introduce themselves on the Internet are often not who they say they are.

Show your c¢child how easy it is to assume another ident

about the Internet. Kids are naturally trusting.
10. Instruct your child to never give out personal information online, including her full name, gender, age,
school, address, or teams. Teach your child to be generic and anonymous on the Internet.

Please remember that school hours are 8:20 i 3:20. The students can arrive at school any time after 8:20. They are
marked tardy if they arrive after 8:50. Please do not drop your children off before 8:20. This is the time when the
teachers are preparing for the day and there is no one to monitor any students before 8:20. Also, if you want to pick
your children up early for an appointment, they need to be checked out before 3:00. There is no check out allowed
after 3:00. It is very important for students to attend school the full day. When they are absent from school, arrive late,
or get checked out early they miss vital instructional time. Thank you for supporting your child in this area.

Thank you for your continued support at home. Please continue to encourage your children to do their best, never
give up, and stay focused on getting a good education. You can help them with these goals by having a specific time
and area for homework, checking their homework, and checking their agenda books each night. Also, rewarding good
behavior and enforcing consequences when your child makes a negative choice helps support their learning.

Have a safe and happy holiday!

Kelli McCain

Continued from page 2
somet hi ngo.

6. Children 2? grade and under should always be in bed by 9:00 in order to be read
learn at school

7. Change your own habits of viewing. Model alternate behavior.

8. Help your child develop an interest or hobby that is more constructive and less p
than watching television.

9. Eliminate all unplanned and incidental viewing. Watching TV while doing other active
ties, at least for chil dren, may teach a subtle habit of not fully attending to anything.

10. Children should not watch, on average, more than 2 hours of television a day.

*Alex Thomas, Port Clinton Beacon
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DECEMBER EVENTS AT
MEADOWCREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
PTA Winter
Dance 6:00p
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
*Post Test 2 *Post Test 2 *Post Test 2 *Post Test 2 *Post Test 2
*Book Fair *Book Fair *Book Fair *Book Fair
Parent Holiday Parent Holiday | *Parent Center
Luncheon Luncheon WorkshopAKS/
*Girl Scouts Curriculum
(K&1/4&5) Session
3:305p
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
*3rd Grade In *3rd Grade In *3rd Grade In * Parent Center | Kindergarten Bool
School Field | School Field Trip [ School Field Trip | Homeless Work-[ Time w/ Ronald
Trip-High High TouchHigh | High TouchHigh shop McDonald 1:25p
TouchHigh Tech Tech
Tech *M.A.L.E. Meet-
Girl Scouts (2&3) ing 3:305p
3:305p
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Winter Break- Winter Break- Winter Break- Winter Break- Winter Break-
School Holiday[ School Holiday School Holiday School Holiday | School Holiday
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Winter Break-
School Holiday

Winter Break-
School Holiday

Winter Break-
School Holiday

Winter Break-
School Holiday

Winter Break-
School Holiday




